i8o           COMMISSIONER  RAILTON

meet and win members of the Greek Church, undis-
turbed by those questions of ritual and ceremony which
make of the Orthodox a people apart.

A visit the Commissioner made to the country
home of two ladies interested in The Salvation Army
is typical of his influence in surroundings in which
both he and the Organization to which he belonged
were totally unknown.

The impression he made upon the village was very
remarkable. His uniform at first both surprised and
puzzled the people; but one day, in answer to an
inquiry, his hostess explained that * This gentleman
is English. He belongs to " The Salvation Army,"
that is, The Army which fights for Christ and every-
thing good.*

'I understand/ answered an old peasant at once;
* he is a warrior of Christ,' and thus he was described
ever after. Nothing that he did henceforth surprised
them.

The people soon found Ge6rgy (pronounced with
hard G as in * gorge ') Feodorovitch* to be a regular
attendant at the village church. He never failed to
answer the bell which summoned to prayer. One
morning at breakfast he observed to his hostess, ' I
heard the church bell at half-past six, and though I
don't know why the priest had an early service, I
attended and enjoyed it very much.'

The service (a requiem) was the first of forty to
he held for an old lady, belonging to a well-to-do
business family, who had just died. So he was
informed, ' Well, you can enjoy going to 6.30 morn-
ing service for thirty-nine more days, if you like.'
None of the bereaved family attended, nor did any of
the neighbours or villagers. The Commissioner alone
daily formed the congregation.

This persistent church-going astonished even the
priests themselves. The village church, owing to the
indifference and carelessness of the old priest in charge,

* That is, after the Russian custom, George, son of Theodore, the
nearest approach to c Launcelot,' his father's actual name.